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TECHNICAL 

EXPERTISE

HUMANITARIAN 

COORDINATION

Together for a better response
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• Founded in 1994 at 
request of UN Member 
States

• Mechanism to respond to 
environmental dimension 
of emergencies

• Combines UN’s 
humanitarian coordination 
mandate with its 
environmental expertise

→ Technological emergencies 
→ sudden-onset disasters 
→ protracted crises

• www.unocha.org/unep

JEU Mandate



4 The JEU Addresses

2. The environmental 

sustainability of 

humanitarian action

JEU coordinates with 

partners to adapt to climate 

change in humanitarian 

settings, increase 

collaboration between 

environmental and 

humanitarian actors and 

mitigate environmental risks 

in humanitarian action.

1. Response to the

environmental

dimensions of crises

Whether in response to 

natural hazards, 

technological accidents, as 

a consequence of conflicts 

or a combination of them, 

the JEU can mobilize 

technical expertise at short 

notice (48 hours) for 

deployment to affected 

countries and provide 

remote support.



5 Mobilization of Experts

• Rapid deployment of technical
experts (stand-alone or through
existing response mechanisms)

• Rapid environmental
assessments

• On-site sampling and analysis

• Remote Assessment & Analysis

In the first hours after an

environmental emergency, the JEU

can mobilise experts and equipment

to the affected area



6 JEU Response Partners

• Austria

• ECHO – incl. CEDRE

• France

• Germany

• The Netherlands

• Norway

• Singapore

• Sweden

• Switzerland

• United Kingdom

• USA

• UNEP

• OCHA



7 Latest JEU Missions

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE
AUGUST, 2020

LEBANON

MAURITIUS

OIL SPILL 
ASSESSMENT
AUGUST, 2020

HONDURAS & 
GUATEMALA

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 

SUPPORT

COLOMBIAN/VENE-
ZUELIAN BORDER

REMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ANALYSIS AND AIR POLLUTION
APRIL, 2020

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE
MARCH, 2021

SAINT VINCENT AND 
THE GRENADINES & 

BARBADOS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE
APRIL, 2021

230
since 1994

GUYANA FLOODS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 

SUPPORT
MAY, 2021

SRI LANKA

VESSEL FIRE/SINKING
JUNE, 2021

HAITI

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 

SUPPORT
AUGUST, 2021

PERU

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE
JANUARY, 2022
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Beirut Explosions
(Aug 2020)

Hurricanes Eta & Iota (Nov-

Dec 2020)

Bata Explosions 

(Mar–Apr 2021)

La Soufriere Volcano

Eruptions (Apr-May 2021)

Sri Lanka MV X-Press 

Pearl (June 2021)

Guyana floods 

(June 2021)

Haiti earthquake 

(2021)

Recent deployments



9 Just finished or ongoing operations

• Philippines

• Peru

• South Sudan 

• Somalia

• Yemen



10 Training of Experts

• Objective: enhance readiness for

deployment on environmental

response missions

• Environment and Emergencies

Training course, supported by the

(European) Union Civil Protection

Mechanism

• Environmental elements in 

UNDAC and other readiness

trainings and exercises

• Collaboration with Simulation and 

Training Providers’ Network
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The Environment and Humanitarian Action 
(EHA) Network

An informal network aiming to avoid,

minimize, or mitigate environmental impacts

of humanitarian action and to promote

environmentally responsible humanitarian

programming through collaboration and

cooperation. Network members jointly work

to advance humanitarian policy, strengthen

knowledge on EHA, conduct advocacy and

provide technical support to humanitarian

operations.

250 expert-members - 10 formally associated

organizations

Regular meetings five times a year

Environment and Humanitarian Action 

(EHAN)



12 JEU Resource Platforms

http://www.eecentre.org

A one-stop-shop of information, 

tools, trainings and guidance to 

inform a more prepared and effective 

response to environmental 

emergencies.

https://ehaconnect.org/

• Tools, guidance and case studies, 

for humanitarian communities

• Organized around the 

Humanitarian Programme Cycle

• Cluster-specific and thematic 

guidance



Thank you!
Please get in touch

ochaunep@un.org 


